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Main fisheries types in the Mediterranean. Most capture marine turties,

MARINE TURTLE BYCATCH IN MEDITERRANEAN FISHERIES

Bycatch, the unintentional captums
of non-tameted species during
fishing operations. has bean
described as an important factor
cauming the dacline of marina
species workdwide, Inchiding
vulnarmble spacies such as sea.
turties. Data on sea turlles bycatch
in the Mediemansean Sea have
Incrensec] over time and become
more reliable as monitoring
pregFrams (nduding on-board
obsarvers, intarviews with fishers

fighing activities avarlap with
sea turtle habitats and migratory
comiclors. Ham, ciffenent
factors (a.g. fishing effort, gear
type; practioas an board) and
anvironmeantal and biological
parametens (8.9, saa furtke

habitats, movement patierns,
amnvimrmantal conditions, depth
and saa turtles survhal o fishing

pean) aftect sea turie bycatch
rates and impact on ther survival.

A recant review of incidental
catch of vanerable species in
the Maditaransan estimated that
betwaan 124,000 and 150,000
saa turles can ba bycasght in the
Mactarranagn ord thal babysan
33,000 and 38,000 of tham might
i from different fishing activities
on an annual basls’. Botiom
trmwls and pelagic ongines ans
the fisheries mainky Impacting ses
turifes, wath asound 50,000 and
30,000 annual capture-everis,
respectively. Bottorn traw and
fieed gears (aq. gilnets: trammmal
rets, combined nets) manly
interact with saa wirtes in tha
foraging habitat, whie sea turfes
fead on i botiom or st on

the seabed in winterng grounds.
Thee impact of e latter could be
mcst important aspacially in the
continantal shelves of the northem

Adrintic Sea, Egypt. lsrael, Tunisia
and Turkey. Pelagic longlines
mainly intaract with saa turtles in
the water column, while sea urtles
fead on tha pelagic prey or migrate
bsbacesn diffensrt basina. Other
pears seam to have B negligible

In the last decades. a number
of resaarch studies. particularly
with pelagic longlines, have bisen
undartaiaan 1o find technical
sohdions to reduce 583 turtle
bycatch. Further afforts ane stil
needad o Implement mitigation
maasres taking the initial results
with pelagic longlnes & well as
to mduce sea turtle bycatch in
Bottom trawl and in fsd nats.
Invilving fishers and establishing
2 panmanant cooperation with
tham in the consarvation of sea
turtles i a fundamental factor

1o iIncrease tha chanoes of sea
furtles” survival.
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