MAIN THREATS affecting

marine turtles in the Mediterranean

Thes btadiarranasn s o bountiful ssa,

but holds many dangses for manne
fLirtles, It has a relatively small surface
area (2,510,000 km”) but mone than 10
millicn peopls fve along s coast. it is
alsn one of tha warld's jargest global
oSt destinathong, sttracting olmost &
third of the workd's intermatonal Tourksts
avary year, Although chamcterzed by

its banutiful ratural and culbural herltsge
and rich biodiversity, the Maditarmnean
is nlso a toubled and ovar-aplaited oea,
whare maring turties ars thrastensd by a
mngs of factora. intense davelopmeant
cvarusa of tho masine and cozstal zones,
and agriculture are causing degradation

with th Increoss of nir and seawator
temperatures, sea level dse end aeanty
of storm events are also thraats Impacting
eaa turtles in the Meditsrmnaan. Turtles
@re also vulnerable to factors such as
cross-cantinental maritima traffic, high
fishing pressun, oftan invalving practoes
which ane hazardows to marine turtles
and to maring pollution which affects the
whole Mediterrmnean, from the baaches to
tha deep-aea floor.

Monstheless, given the threats 1o thesa
species, significant sfforts by natumdista,
the genesal public and administrations
are neaded 1o congerve them for

af maring fulura generations. Ths Meaditarmanaan
Although physically and and terrastriol population af tha loggerhend turtle s
physiclogically parfectly habitats, ncluding ourmently classifiad es "Least Ooncam”
adapted to lve al sea, d=turbance and under the Red List {AL) criterla. This status
sea turtles depend onthe gestnction of has been achisved and mainained thanks
mﬁ%mmt nasting beaches. entirgly to long-term conservation sfforts.
vital phases of thelr Glimate change- Mediteranaan grean turtle populations
life cycle: nesting and driven afteratians have vt 1o ba assassod
incubation of their eggs

on coastal beaches.
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