A call to COLLABORATE

in the conservation of marine turtles
and the Mediterranean Sea

Pebartru turthes should be regarded by
Meditamansan people and vistors a5 a real
blodiverajty transure. The Meditormnaan

= an axoiting place for some species of
rrarine turfles, with prospeacts of mnga
axpansions and new colonization, and
wihane long-lerm consarnamon proscts have
achieved steble or sven posiive population
trands in tha countrieg. However, tham &
st & iong way 1o go bafore mama wurtles
in this Meditermnaan can be considenmd

1o be safe. Indsed, many major threats,
particulirly coastal ccoupation, pallution
and degradation of marne habitats, climate
chanpe-drivan alerations and high fishing
pressurs 85 wall a3 bycatoh, nead to be
addrassad to comparne Maddsrmnamn

sag furtlea. To that end, & solid network

of stakehalders, including the public,
profeasionats of the sea and lishers,
oomsanvationists, ressarchens and local and
reatiesnal decisian-makass miust coninus 1o
focus its energles on the actions readed

1o assurs that Mediterranaarn marnne

turtles aurvive and thrive nto the futuns.
Fortunmtely, the Maditeranasn consanrvation
community, despite s disparity of cultures

and languages, has formed a consalidated
and coliehomstive network of indviduals,
irestitutions and governmants dedicated to
this wortiy gonl.

Sparadic loggerhaad nesting activity on
Westarn Mediterransan basches = nota
remnat of 8 past populstion but the reaul
of lopg-dstands dispersal evants trom both
Medit arransan and Atlantic populations.
wa ore whnessing niw colonlzation svents
of nesting beaches, this i an eytmondnary
and exciting fact, wikich emplies sama
measures should be wgently mplementad
5o that thase animals have suitatde
hshitats for ther needs. Consenation
progrmms o miigate the impact of
anthmpoganic sctivities coupled with
aslanaba monitaring of potentially suitabla
nabitats wil be crucial o facitae he
stabdization of the possible new nasting
papUlalens n tha Wastam Meditaranean.
It s everyone's responsibaity to study
theae natural processes |iided to climats
changa to undarstand and improve he
manggement of the loggerhead turtle
poplations in the Maditsranean
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