SPECIES OCCURRING
in the Mediterranean Sea

Ot of the seven
species of sea

Inhabiting the
world's oceans,
three can be
found in the

but anly two
of them breed
in the region:

loggerheads
{Caretia carefta)
and groen
{Chedomia mydas).

The Med@amonean Sea B a8 sem| enclossd
sea commeciad with the Atlantic Doaan
through the Stralt of Glbmaliar, the Black
Saa through the Manmar Sea, and the Rad
Sea via the Suar Channel, I has a coastling
of 46,000 km and s surounded by 21
countries in addition 1o oversedss terioles.

Out of the sevon spockes of aon turtles
currently Inhahiting the warld's ccsans,
thiee can b fourd n the Maeditorransan
bt only two of them breed in the egion:
loggertads Canstt carsia) and green
{Chedonia mydasl

There are also occasional reconds of
lsatharbacks [Dermochalys codacea), afive
el Kemp's ridieys {Lepidochalys olivaces
and Lepiduchlys kempl),

Mediterranam loggerheads ans the
smallest specimans of his speckss in
the world, and their stahle nesting snees
e froem tha Weaterm Modibsiransan
to the Levantine coast in the East. with
micst of th estirmated 8,000 epg clutches
faid armually occurming in the Eastemn
basin, expecialy in Groace. Loggerheads
are konowm fo ocour in large numbers in
different areas of the Meditarmnaan Sea,
with juvaniies from the Maditermnaan
populition and eary adults that migrmte
from the Atlantic and are abundant in

peliglo habliats An exceptional
in the Albaran ;wli'leum
Sea, amund th greon turtie
M“d: was recorded in
the summir of
it sotrim 2018 in the Kurlat
Italy. Demensal Islands, Tunisia
habltats of adults representing ihe
are lbcalisad n wastarn most "
i Eastarn anen, nesting record
in the Nile Delta the green turthe.
and i front of
Egypt, Syria, Lebanan, |srasl, the Mortham
Adriatic Sea and the wide Tunisian
continental patform. The major breeding

grounds are loeated in Greece, Turkey,
Cypros and Libya, with low numbsrs of egg
clutchess laying In several othesr couniries
amund the Maditerranean (Tabls 1)

Green turtie nesting is confined 1o the
anasternmeost part of the Madilsranaan,
mastly in Cyprus and Turkey, and fewar
sites in Egypt. Ismel @nd Lebanon, a5 well
o8 5o Gk [abands in the Cretan Sea.
It is estimatsd that mom than 2,200 eog
clutches are bald sach year, Infommtion
on past-hatching dispsrsal and the
occumancs of high danaitiea of amall
oceanic, [uvenke green turties, supported
by fha high incidence of stranding of
small turtlas on the acuth ccast of Turkey
sugoest that the Levantine basin is the
maln nursary area for this species (Table 2).

Migration routes of sea turtles populations bassd on makims aphes methods md siteite
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In bEITRAAIR BT TORCA SRR

g

1



