LEATHERBACK TURTLE,
Dermochelys coriacea

Thie leaiharback turthe s 8 species
with a cosmopalitan ghobal mnge with
distinet populations in the Atlant lo and
Pacific Doeans. The population in the
Aflantic Doaan @nQes aEross
region, including the Meditermanaan Saa
Laatherback turfles oocur in the Allantic
poaan, from tropical countries such s
Euryana in South America and Gabon

et

|r eantiEl Aldcd. to e ookl wilers of
Alaska which they can tolerate dus to their
capacity for tharmoregulation. Lage adult
@M ierbncks My REVE & COrMa0E

180 om lang. with a fiipperepan of

270 em and syl 500 S-c!'|_ isthough the
largest ever recorded had @ carapacs

291 om long and waighad 816 kg, Thay
can dive for as long as an hour to dopths
a5 much as 1000 m

Leatherbacks have basn recorded in
waters of all Meditarranean couninias
and have bean Krown since anclant
times. However, they @ probably under-
represeried in historcal acoourts as hey
were never commercially axplied and
are difficult to transpart in fishing boats
dua 1o thair groat size. Reports maniy
darive from dead, strendad animals. Most
reports suggest that they have boan rare
but regular visitars throughaut Tha mgion

Laatharbhacks am tha most palagic of
the saa turtles Individuals nasting in the
nomh-wast Allantic typically megrate sast
to feed off the west coast of Europe and
MNorth Sfrica. mainly batween 30° snd

45" north. In summer and autumn, they
typically frave| further narth, betwean the



