ENFORCE AND INCREASE MARINE
TURTLE RESCUE CENTRES
IN THE MEDITERRANEAN

There ars aboul 40 resoss centres and
first-nid focilities n the Medtermnaan
spaclalizing in recovering and providing
vistarinary treatment to Infured sea turtles,
Atthough thay have an ullimate aim to
mintroduce successhully nehabiltated
animals io the wild, thelr consarvation
work generally cperates on indaddual
animals and not on the populstions or
species as a whale. Pescus centres
perinam i Important funetiong: Thitgh
public molvemant and

In the 1980s, recogriticn of the
mporiance of dedicated rescus fac|ties
for manne turles led 1o the establshmaent
of the firsl rescus céntres in tho
Meaditerranaan in ltaly, by the Stazione
Zoclogica Anton Dohm in 1992, followsd
by ARCHELON In Greece in 1284, Others
fallawad, but tha provisian of facilites
and reatments in different centres was
neonsistant, Over the naxt two decades,
fhe need to standardize and reguiats sas
turtla rescun Was mecognized,

fundamestal ressarch, Through emotional resudting in thie publication
they can inform local m"‘“h'f':'. o of guidelines for marine
manages about the visitors and thus 1o Specially Protected Areas.
status and theats to sea foster environmentally  ([RAC/SPA) of the Barcskna
turtle populations, as well  responsible bebaviour. o0 ontion, representing

as on general Eaues sbout

the maring anvironment. Stakeholders am
250 ahle to contibute directly to research
profects by contributing data such as
sightings and by-catch, whils sxpants

&t rascus centres ako contribute to the
Inforraition availsble on sea turtles through
their research into physiology, demography,
parsaitology and othar haalth-related fisids.

a first step toward a
Maditaranaan-wide sen lufths recus
network. Development of the firt registry
of Mod|terranasn rscus centres showsd
avary uneven distribution, with a lack
of cantres in some African and Eaxstorn
countries, while other countries had
sevaral (such os ltaly, which hasts more
than half of the exiating cenires).

Rescus Centres, First Ald Stations and other facilities for recovering



