CONSERVATION IN ACTION

started in Cyprus durlng the sarly 1870s; in Greece
and Turkey Inthe 19808, and in ksrad by the
1800s. Surprisingly, important turtle nesting sites
‘continued te ba discovered inte the 20008, For
those countries in the Mediterransan that host the
rmajority f marine turlle nestings, nest protaction
has been the pancips conservation foous, led

by local communities, non-profit groups. end
volurtears. Marine turthe rescus and rehabiltation
centres play an important rla inenvimonmentsl
‘education and awarensss. Consarvation-
arlented activities focusing on the marine ife of
=aa turtles and especialy on fisheries and turtle
‘byeatch staned in the 1980s. The 19805 saw
also the inauguration of Important national and

in the Maditerransan, including ARCHELON and
MEDASSET as well as local associations.

Aemmsng beach suitabiity and sporadic nestrg n Albana

ALL MEDITERRANEAN COUNTRIES TO
ASSESS THE STATUS OF POPULATIONS

Tha ILICH Meditsrransan Maoring Turtle
Specinkst Group coordinates the
oompilation of guantitatve nfomation
af marina turtle populations in the
Muditeranean, However, regular data
Is only available from some counitries
{o.g. Greacs, Turkey and Cyprus) and
lacking for others

Tha rain breeding reas far both
logperhand and gréen urties, are beachss
of tha Eastem basin. Information from
sama counires as Egypt. Libya and Syrla
I lacking and conditions far ressarchers
in thesa gountries reed o improve.

The most Important areas {oF non-
breeding adults, iImmatures and
juvaniles are less well-known and there
iz a need far further research. The
consarvation challenges resulting from

the geopolltlcal complaxity of the mglon,
combined with a lack of iInformation

an soma fundamental aspects of the
blalegy of Meditarranean ssa furties have
ntimulsted periodic consenvation reviews
al bath breeding speches. Howevar, afforts
ot mational gnd reghomal |evels naod 1o
increase to fill gaps in data availablty o
adequitely assess the conservation status
and trends of the populations.




